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Date: 26th October 2021, 12:00 (CET], 19:00 (JST)
Title: Recruitment of Collaboration Partners for 2 New NEA Joint Project in the Horonobe Underground
Research Centre

THIS MESSAGE 15 SENT ON BEHALF oF . R WMD HEAD OF DIVISION
Dear RWMC, IGSC, RF members and METI Workshop participants,

I'm pleasad to send this announcement on behalf of [ NEA RWMD head of division,
to seek collaboration partners for the new NEA joint project in the Horonobe Underground Research
Centre.

Deep geological repositories are under development by many countries worldwide and it is expected
that several common challenges could be resolved or mitigated with the help of international co
operation. In this context, Japan Atomic Energy Agency (JAEA) is developing a proposal for
international co-operation in the field of technical research and educational training for the
development of a deep geological repository through the framework of NEA joint undertakings, In
order to further develop the proposal, JAEA, with support of the NEA, is looking for international
partners to establish activities around the Horonobe Underground Research Centre in Hokkaido,
Japan. A new NEA joint international project “Horonobe International Project (HIP)" is currently

being considered, with the aim to launch the peoject in late 2022 ﬂutis with a thrm—xw
implementation period and the Essblin for an extension for four further yearsina second Ehase.

This project will address common challenges and R&D topics of high interest among radioactive
waste management organisations and regulators in countries developing deep geological
repositories and will promote international collaboration by using the underground research
laboratories.

The main goals of the project are:

s To develop and demonstrate advanced technologies for use in the rational design, operation
and closure of repositories and realistic safety assessments;

*  Toencourage and train the next generation of engineers/researchers by sharing and
transferring vast amounts of knowledge and experience gained to date in refevant
arganisations;

* To cooperate on R&D topics that potentially promote multilateral collaboration; the following
areas have identified as prioritized topics:

e  Soluts transport experiment with model testing;
e  Systematic integration of repasitory technology options;
e Full-scale Engineered Barnier System (EBS) dismantling experiment.

The topics for the R&D programmes under the project will be decided taking into account
suggestions and interests of participating organisations in order to maximise the results and benefit
for all the participants. Participating organisations are expected to promote colfaborative efforts that
encourage and train the next generation of engineery/researchers in these R&D programmes,

If you are interested in the project, please contact the JAEA Horonobe Underground Research Centre
via the project website and fill in the application form on the "CONTACT” page in the website to
apply the project. If the link doesn’t open, please change your browser or paste the link into your
browser directly.

Horonobe International Project Website

e M www jaed g0 n/eoglish /04 /moronobe/LIF ingex el
Apphcation/inquiry Form
ittosfdocs google comflorme/d/ e/ LFARQLICYVIWPADITwiVCITOYyPTU nbeBaSODMMIwal 2agy

1QUVQ vigwiorm

The NEA Secretariat will also support your interest in participating to the project. if you have any
questions regarding the project, please do not hesitate to contact the following NEA Secretariat

Preparatory meetings with participating organisations will start from January 2022 in order to share
the interest of each organisation and to discuss the project overview.

We are looking forward 1o your participation in the project

Best regards,

]

Q Division of Radioactive Waste
Management and Decommissionng
Nudiear Energy Agency (NEA)

M. 00CA-DRA.000
Follow the NEA on
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